19°	CHINA INCIDENT
to Johnson's opinion in this respect, it does not now look as if the
Chinese, considering that Chinese authority in the Peiping area has
now been virtually eliminated, would take any initiative towards
peace. If the Chinese forces continue to move towards Hopeh it
seems inevitable that a general clash is bound to occur.
 3.	It seeins to me of the utmost importance that we should leave
no stone unturned to prevent war, and I  therefore cannot con-
scientiously recommend against a final effort by the American and the
British Governments by offering good offices on the basis of the British
Government's practical proposal, although it should be made abund-
antly clear that such action would in no sense constitute intervention,
We feel that in Tokyo the chances of acceptance are small but not
necessarily hopeless.   Publicity should be carefully avoided and much
would depend on the manner and method of approach.   If the two
Governments should decide to proceed, I feel that Dodds and I,
separately, should ask to see Hirota at his residence, not at the Foreign
Office, and should present the offer in complete confidence, asking
whether the Minister thought that the suggested plan would, from the
Japanese point of view, serve a useful purpose.   If it should be con-
sidered undesirable to sound out one Government before the other,
a similar and simultaneous approach might be made in Nanking.
 4.	As for the probable reception in Tokyo I believe that the best
prospects for forestalling any possible resentment would be a con-
fidential and exploratory approach such as I have outlined.   Indi-
cations could be given that these channels for good offices would
be open now or later if desired.
 5.	My careful judgment is that an oral, exploratory, semi-informal,
and confidential talk with Hirota along the lines of the British proposal
would be more likely to avoid any possible resentment of " inter-
ference " and more likely to bring favourable results than would a
formal " diplomatic demarche."   In any case, publicity should be most
carefully avoided.
 6.	While fully aware that I have previously expressed the opinion
that we have left nothing undone which could favourably affect
developments, nevertheless I should like to feel that history will regard
the record of America's action in this most pregnant and critical
period in Far Eastern affairs as exhaustive, impartially correct, and
unstintedly helpful.	,
Dodds and Sansom said that they agreed with my views.
CHINESE BOMBS ON SHANGHAI HURT CHINA'S
CAUSE ABROAD
August 29, 1937
It seems to me that nowadays the diary is generally written on
hot Sunday mornings and to-day, August 29, is no exception to the
rule. Everyone else, or nearly everyone, has gone off to the hills for
the week-end. Alice and Elsie are in Karuizawa and the rest of the

